Guild Gazette
Summer 2018

2018– 2019
MEETING DATES
September 6
October 4
November 1*
December 6
January 3
February 7*
March 7
April 4
May 2*
June, TBD
6:15 - Social & Dinner
6:45 - Meeting
*11:00 Meetings available in November,
February, & May
Locations to be determined

The ladies of the Junior Guild enjoyed a Southern Soirée at the annual
June social at Benvenue Country Club. The delicious menu included a citrus salad, chicken pot pie, and a lemon curd pound cake with fresh blueberries. Guests
received complimentary bath bombs from The Bath Place in Rocky Mount. Joining the party were 7 past presidents and 9 Sustainers.
The featured speaker, Dr. Adrian Woods, inspired members noting that
life is not always perfect but we can all do our best for our families. Adrian’s
blog, Tales of An Educated Debutante, has been featured nationally on the Today
Show, ABC News, and more.

Speaker, Adrian Woods

The Guild welcomed five new members, Janee Avent-Harris, Jennifer
Gibson, Kaitlin Mize, PJ Roberson, and Melanie Wallace. The members also celebrated three ladies who have completed seven years of service and are now Sustainers. Congratulations to Amanda Bell, Emily Watson, and Marlo Williams.
Thank you for your service to the Guild and your
community!
Thanks to event
sponsors Rocky Mount
Family Medical and Trevor Foote, Realtor for
their support and contributions.

2018-2019 Officers

It has truly been an honor to serve as President of the Junior Guild of Rocky Mount for
the 2017-2018 year. I want to thank each of
you for giving me this opportunity. Your full
support is what made my term so successful. I will really miss it, although I am looking
forward to my term serving as PastPresident. I am also looking forward to
Whitney’s term and to be there for her and
to be a Junior Guild member ready to
serve. I am confident that our future leaders will inspire us to serve our community
well in the days ahead. You have selected a
dedicated and creative Executive Board that
is exceptionally well positioned and motivated to make The Junior Guild a model of service to its members and of good practices as
a nonprofit association. All of the 2017-2018
accomplishments are not the work of one, it

was all of us. These accomplishments happened because of you, the members (past
and present) of The Junior Guild. You regularly stepped forward and volunteered to do
so much and contributed in so many
ways. All of the members (past and present) rolled up our sleeves and put in the
work. I so enjoyed and appreciated every
single opinion and contribution that you all
have made in this organization and in our
community. Also, a big thank you to our
Sustaining members for all of your support
throughout the year and I look forward to
working with you for many years to
come. It has been a wonderful year and I
feel lucky to have led this organization into
its 81st year of service in the Nash and
Edgecombe communities.

The 2017-2018 Provisional Class worked with the Down East Partnership for Children to update their play space called Discovery Park. The ladies pressure
washed and repainted existing play houses to make them more safe and attractive for local children who visit the DEPC playground. The DEPC’s mission is “to
launch every child as a healthy, lifelong learner by the end of the third grade.”
The houses are now ready for many more years of fun!
The Mum Sale is scheduled
for Saturday, September
29th from 8am til 11am at
the Farmers Market! Bass
Plant Farm will be providing the Double Potter Mums once again this
year and the colors will
include; Orange, Red, Yellow and back by popular
demand Lavender!

Member Spotlight : Mariah McKellar
Mariah has been an active
member of the Junior Guild for
3 years. Her favorite food is
anything with chocolate (well
almost anything, lol). She enjoys jogging, running, and
snow skiing when she can get
to the mountains in the winter.
Her favorite thing about being
a member of the Guild is how
women from different backgrounds/experiences/
walks of life come together to not only support the
community but each other. Dr. McKellar is a pediatrician at Boice-Willis Pediatrics.
Fun Fact: “Most people assume I'm relatively quiet
but I'm always up for an adventure and would travel
most any where. My most memorable adventure
was bungee jumping 216 meters from the highest
commercial natural bridge bungee jump in the
world, Bloukrans Bridge in South Africa .”

You’re invited to stop by and learn how our organization
serves the needs of this community.

Sunday, August 5th, 1:00PM OR Tuesday, August 14th at 6:00PM
Location: Koi Pond Brewing Company
Rocky Mount Mills
1107 Falls Road
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
If unable to attend contact us for more information

First Annual Bottles and Bids
The first annual Bottles and Bids fundraiser
was successfully held at the Goat Island Bottle
Shop located at Rocky Mount Mills on April 26.
Members enjoyed fellowship, hors d’oeuvres,
and music by the Balter Brothers. The event
raised just under $2,000 through ticket sales
and a silent auction. Thanks to all who contributed and participated! Look for the second
annual Bottles and Bids event in April 2019!

2018-2019
Fundraising Total
$19,548
All proceeds benefit 16 local
community trust recipients.

THANK YOU!

All of our ladies have done a great job this
year. We recorded over 1000 hours of service during the
2017-2018 year. We all pitched in and worked hard! I am
very proud of each member and truly feel honored to have
served our community alongside each of you.
This year I gave an award at the June 2018 Annual Meeting to a Guild lady who has demonstrated noteworthy commitment and contributions to our community’s quality of life, promoted and advanced the welfare of all residents and advanced the well-being of the community
through exhibiting unselfish skills, volunteered service
hours, and influence of leadership.
The First Annual President’s Award was awarded
to a lady who
• Is a people person
• Has a strong relationship with her sister
• Performs best if under pressure
• Gives the best hugs
• Has a laugh that is contagious
• Loves to read a good book
• Loves to look at herself in a three-way mirror
• Loves to be a social butterfly
• Calls her dad with every car issue (her dad is not a
mechanic)
• Loves to play pretty princess.
• Has a name that can never be found on items that are
already personalized (no tag for her bicycle when she
was little)
• Still trying to figure out what she wants to be when she
grows up
• Every birthday she wears a Tierra
• When asked what she wanted to be at age 4 when she
grew up, she said very sternly said “I want to be a
cherry.”
• She did kill Maurice (her car)

•

•
•
•

Has kept all her ticket halves from all the movies she
has ever seen since 9th Grade
Is a night owl and is not fond of mornings
Has logged 90 hours this year
Attends almost everything Junior Guild related

Members have been quoted when referring to her
as “genuine, works hard, earns what she gets, very sweet,
not afraid to start a fight over McKenzie Childs, always
pitches in, straight forward, and has a sweet smile”
I was happy to present the First Annual President’s Award
to: Haven Weston (submitted by Tiffany Delano)

2018
Scholarship
Awarded

The Junior Guild Scholarship
provides deserving young
women $1,000 per semester
for up to 8 semesters.

The 2018 Junior Guild Scholarship
was awarded to Meredith Sides of
Rocky Mount. Meredith is the Salutatorian of the Class of 2018 at
Rocky Mount High School. In addition to volunteering at local
schools, she was the captain of
the swim team and a member of
several organizations. She is the
daughter of Nelson and Hope
Sides. Meredith looks forward to
attending UNC-Chapel Hill to become a pharmacist.

2018-2019 Officer Profiles
President: Whitney Shearin
Whitney is a fourth year Junior
Guild member who is serving in
her second year on the Executive Board. She joined the
Guild in 2014 after moving
back to her hometown after
working in Raleigh for five
years. Following in the footsteps of her mom Deborah Shearin, a Sustaining
Member of the Junior Guild, she joined in order to get
involved in the local community and work together with
other women in order to make an impact in Rocky
Mount. Prior to being President, she served as Vice
President, and on the Fundraising Committee. Whitney works with her family's HVAC company Shearin
Heating & Cooling, LLC. Her family has been serving
the Rocky Mount community for over 50 years. In addition to her position in the Junior Guild, Whitney is
also the Treasurer of Preservation Rocky Mount and
Chairman of the Finance Committee at First Baptist
Church.
Corresponding Secretary:
Kristeena Beasley
Kristeena is completing her last
year as an active member of the
Guild. She has served on several committees during her time in
the Guild, including Fundraising,
Community Service, and Projects Co-Chair. She is dedicated
to the Rocky Mount area and
enjoys the opportunity to give back whenever possible
and make new friends along the way. Kristeena is
married to Allen Beasley and they have two boys, AJ
(12) and Alex (10), and a Beagle, named Wilson. She
has worked for BB&T for 17 years as a financial advisor and Small Business Specialist. In addition to the
Junior Guild, Kristeena also serves on the Communities In Schools Board, Twin Counties Crime Stoppers
Board as well as Englewood Elementary School PTA
Board. The Junior Guild has been one of the most
rewarding organizations she has been a part of
locally.
Treasurer: Michelle Chewning
Michelle is in her sixth active year
as a Junior Guild member. The
44-year-old works as a controller
at Boice-Willis Clinic. She joined
the Junior Guild to meet other
women, learn more about the
community, and volunteer. Her
career as a controller and CPA
led to her placement as Junior
Guild treasurer. She likes to read, sitting on the beach
and spending time with her family.

Vice President: Nikkie Allen
Nikkie is has served 2 years as
an active member on the in the
Guild and on the Fundraising
Committee. She is 34 years old.
She and her husband Barrett
Allen will be celebrating their ten
year anniversary in September.
Having been in the banking industry for 10 years, she is currently the Teller Supervisor at
Southern Bank. Nikkie loves to travel, cook and relax on
the beach! She believes being involved in the community
you live and work in is so important and the Junior Guild
allows her the opportunity to do so through volunteerism!
She feels fortunate to have created beautiful friendships
with some amazing women!
Recording Secretary:
Christie Webb
The 36-year-old, fourth year Junior Guild member enjoys giving
back to her community by working together with women like herself in making a positive impact.
Prior to being Recording Secretary, she served on the Fundraising Committee for 3 years. Christie is currently a Senior Procurement Associate within
Pfizer Global Procurement. She has over 13 years of experience working in the Supply Chain/Procurement sector. In addition to her position in the Junior Guild, Christie
was elected President of the Elm City Optimist Club and
Lt Governor for the Optimist NC East Zone 3. She also
enjoys volunteering her time to support her local church,
Battleboro United Methodist. Christie enjoys spending
time with family, shopping, traveling, and trying new
restaurants.
Past President: Tiffany Delano
Tiffany is a fourth year active Junior Guild member who enjoys giving back to her community while
meeting and serving with likeminded local women. "I believe in
the Junior Guild mission of serving
the needs of our community
through volunteerism." She has
previously served as President,
Vice President, and on the Fundraising Committee. She
is married to Trevor with an nine-year-old named
Evan. She is also the Membership Secretary of Preservation Rocky Mount, Volunteer coordinator for Tackle
The Tar, Faith Christian School's Patriettes Cheerleading
Coach and a board member of several local events.

Member Spotlight : Sarah Heckman
Sarah is starting her second active year in
the Junior Guild. Her hobby is finding farmhouse decor for her
house, Her favorite
food is chips & salsa.
Sarah loves being in
the Junior Guild knowing that she is helping
the community with
needs and enjoying the
fellowship while doing
it. Fun fact - “My eyes
change color according
to what I wear.”

STAY IN TOUCH

Item s for newsletter ? We would love to
hear your ideas!
Items for correspondence? Please help
keep us informed of births, deaths, and
marriages involving our members and Sustainers.
Check social media for pop-up socials &
events throughout the year.
www.facebook.com/jgrockymount
@JGROCKYMOUNT on Instagram
And be sure to tag Junior Guild of Rocky
Mount in any posts or photos you make of
JG events! For more information, go to
http://www.jgrockymount.org

2018-2019 Events
September 29 - Mum Sale
December 6 - Silent Auction & Social
March 1 & 2 - 2019 Bargain Sale
April 2019 - Bottles and Bids
Keep an eye out for news about these exciting events and more in 2018-2019!
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